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And he added: " Though I have mentioned the conduct
and constitution of the Colonial government as modifying
the character of the struggle, I have not attributed to
political causes a state of things "which would, I believe,
under any political institutions, have resulted from the
very composition of society/7*
Writing of the  attitude  of the English towards the
French he remarked :    " It  is  not  any  where a virtue of
the English race to look with complacency on any manner,
customs or laws which appear strange to them ; accustomed
to form a high estimate of their own superiority, they take
no pains    to conceal    from  others    their   contempt and
intolerance   of   their usages..     They   found  the  French
Canadians filled with an equal  amount of national pride ;
a sensitive, but inactive  pride,  which disposes that people
not to resent insult, but rather  to  keep aloof from those
who would keep  them under.   The French could not but
ftel the superiority of  English  enterprize ;  they could not
shut their eyes to  their success  in every undertaking in
which they came into contact, and to the constant superiori-
ty which they  are acquiring.    They looked upon  their
rivals with alarm, with jealousy, and finally with hatred.
The English repaid them  with  scorn,   which soon also
assumed the same form of hatred.   The French, complained
of the arrogance and injustice of the English ; the English
accused ihe French of the vices of a weak and conquered
people, and charged them with perfidy. The entire mistrust
which the two races have  thus learned to conceive of each
other's intentions induces them to put the most construction
on  the   most   innocent   conduct; to judge every   word,
every act,  and every intention unfairly ; to attribute the.
most odious design,  and  reject  every overture of kindness
and fairness, as covering secret designs of treachery and
malignity ."f________^                ^^__    ______________
* Iteport, vol. II. p. 63.
Ibid. p. 38.